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Water Integration Project Meeting Minutes 
December 4,  2002, ID-N 

 
Attendees: 
 
Beatrice Brailsford Snake River Alliance  srabb@earthlink.net  
Jan Brown INEEL    browjm@inel.gov  
Brad Bugger DOE-ID    buggerpb@id.doe.gov  
Dave Frederick   INEEL Oversight Program  dfrederi@deq.state.id.us  
Richard Kauffman DOE-ID    kauffmrm@id.doe.gov  
LeRoy Knobel   USGS    llknobel@usgs.gov  
Marianne Little INEEL    lit@inel.gov  
Marilynne Manguba INEEL    mangma@inel.gov  
Travis McLing INEEL    tm1@inel.gov  
Patti Natoni DOE-ID    natonipm@id.doe.gov  
Jeff Perry DOE-ID    perryjn@id.doe.gov  
Paul Wichlacz INEEL    plw@inel.gov  
Mike Wright INEEL    wrigpm@inel.gov  
Al Yonk    INEEL    yonkak@inel.gov  
Elda Zounar INRA    zouned@inel.gov  
 
Conference Call 
Jaime Fuhrman   INEEL Oversight   jfuhrman@deq.state.id.us  
Amy Powell   ANL-W    amy.powell@anlw.anl.gov  
Julie Scanlin   Project WET/IWRRI  jscanlin@uidaho.edu  
 
 
Overview of Aquifer Academy 
 
Jan Brown reported on the proposed Aquifer Academy concept, the rationale behind the concept, collaborative 
opportunities, and discussions held to date.  One of the objectives for public participation in the Water Integration 
Stakeholder Involvement Plan is "Increase public understanding of the natural and institutional environment in 
which the project operates, including scientific and technical uncertainties.  This dynamic arena includes the legal, 
regulatory, political and budgetary realities that are always subject to change.  One of the topics discussed during 
development of the Stakeholder Involvement Plan was education approaches and feedback from outreach efforts 
(e.g., presentations and hydrogeology tours) verifies that the public wants to know more about subsurface processes 
and contamination.   
 
The recommended approach is to work with existing public school and university programs.  The "Aquifer 
Academy" would focus on 1) how the Snake River Plain Aquifer was created and how it functions; 2) How Idaho 
manages the aquifer to satisfy many beneficial uses; and 3) How Federal and state agencies are working to monitor 
and protect Idaho's groundwater quality.     Discussions regarding funding opportunities, the audience, and planning 
have been held with Elda Zounar, INEEL Education Relations; Julie Scanlin, Idaho Water Resources Research 
Institute (IWRRI)/Project WET; Cheryl Burgess, BBWI Boise Office, Deborah Hill, INEEL Communications, and 
other state and INEEL personnel.   
 
Julie Scanlin gave an overview of the Project WET program.  Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) is a 
nonprofit water education program for educators and youth in grades K-12. It is administered by the Watercourse on 
the Montana State University campus in Bozeman, Montana. Modeled after Project Wild, the original WET program 
was established in 1984 by the North Dakota State Water Commission.  In 1989, with funding from the US 
Department of the Interior's Bureau of Reclamation, the Project WET director duplicated the original North Dakota 
program in Montana, Idaho, and later Arizona.  There are now Project WET programs in all the states, and Canada, 
Mexico, South Africa, Holland and other countries.  Over 2000 teachers have received Project WET training in 
Idaho.  Some needs identified for Project WET are more activities for secondary schools and a groundwater 
component.   
 
Currently, discussion on planning and implementing the "Aquifer Academy" would be for the Water Integration 
Project to provide some upfront planning and development costs with IWRRI serving as planning subcontractor and 
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participants contributing most of the costs of their participation.  Fundraising efforts would be focused on 
identifying corporate and/or agency sponsors.  During FY 2003, an interagency planning team would be developed 
(with representatives of the sponsoring entities, Idaho universities, secondary curriculum specialists, and relevant 
resource agencies and nonproject/public interests).  The Planning Team would outline Academy componts, schedule 
and development a timeline.  The development phase would be during FY 2004 with the development of 
components for students, teachers, and the general public.   During FY 2005, new Project WET workshops with 
aquifer units would be made available and activities for students would be implemented (including a "Know your 
aquifer" theme for Water Awareness Week).   Peer-review and independent evaluation and scientific research would 
also be done throughout the development and implementation phases.   
 
Beatrice Brailsford asked how the Aquifer Academy intersects with the goals of the Water Integration Project.  Jan 
replied that the more people are engaged and educated, the better they can understand how water and contaminants 
move through the subsurface and aquifer.  Overall public involvement is improved by education.   Julie Scanlin 
noted that scientists need to hear public opinions and what they know.  Travis McLing said he enjoys interfacing 
with the public (as he did on the hydrogeology tours) and that he sees a huge need for education on aquifer and 
related geology concepts. 
 
Planning Packages  
 
Marianne Little noted she would have the updated planning packages for the Water Integration Project completed by 
noon on Thursday, December 5. 
 
Annual Report 
 
The Annual Report is in draft form, comments on the draft are being addressed. 
 
Action Log 
 
Comments on the Conceptual Model report are being addressed.  The first meeting of the source term team will be 
next Thursday, December 12th.  They will be discussing how to approach developing the source term inventory. 
 
Prioritization of the uncertainties with the R&D needs is ongoing in the Science Strategy development and should be 
done by the end of next week. 
 
Jan will be finalizing the aquifer academy white paper .  Please send comments to her ASAP. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be December 11th.   The topic for the monthly stakeholder meeting will be an update on the 
development of the science strategy on January  8th. 


